

How does God relate to humans 


"Whatever misfortune happens to you is because of the things your 
hands have earned, and for many of them He grants forgiveness". 
[QuHani-DhapTEr 42\ Versa 3G] 


Firstly, latem is not a religion ol blind belief, so people have to be convinced. in 
Iheir heart end mind, by Evidence and reasoning that the Qur'an is, indeed.tine 
word or God and the truth, and that Muhammad [pbuh] is truly the final 
Prophet end Messenger of God. Once convinced, the faith of Muslims is not an 
emotional state fciUL has solid foundations Therefore, the I u th of u believing 
Muslim ceki have a big impact on their fives. Firstly their view of naUire -ann 
attitudes towards it are important fit shaping ihsirgeneral bHhEwiour 

The Islamic View of Filature 

From the Islamic p&rspettAre; 

Mature is One. created end sustained by One All-Powerful God. who 13 
constentfy and mtimstefy aware hf. and continuously m control of all things, 
from the tiniest particle to the greatest galsiry. AIL of *t follows God's unified 
lews, exhibiting perFeot pattern and balance, Everything ha&its role-its reason 
for existing end interacting w*h other things in its own particular way. 
according CD Godfs all-cncompassing knowledge and wisdom. Everything in the 
Universe obeys, submits to. Serves end declares the praises of God. each in its 
own Way. 


'o (4 t/w (pa/pt/ir io')’? 


The earth Was created for bR fwino things, not first human bSntigs 
Animals f orm commun ities like those of humans. 


nm-ere is not ah animal [that Jives] on the earth, nor a being that flies 
an its wings, hut fin forms a port of] communities like you. Nothing 
have We omitted from the Book, and they (ail) shell be gathered to 
their Lord in the eod’ 1 . [Qur'an- Chapter S, Verse 38] 


Therefore the punishment, in the form of mischief and msfoi tiHie is a test 
ol faith, to make us IgdI; at Our lives end turn back to God. seeing 
forgnonese, asking for hrs help sod improving oor behaviour The reward of 
abundance and ease 16 a test of faith aa Well, to see Whether Those 
rewarded becoma pn-oganit and f orgatGod, orara grateful to Hittl 
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"Prepare for the Hereafter as if you were going to die tomorrow, and 
prepare for this life as tf you were going to Iwe Forever" [Prophet's 
saying] 


Thera should be an attitude of lang-termtsm in this life with a strong 
and clear consciousness of accountability to God in the next life, on the 
□ay of Judgmant, which is faced hy the individual after death, at any 
momenta possibility. 


Man shall have nothing hut uvhat he strives for 

Protecting health and well-being 15 not easy, end needs 
directed work, done for the sake of pleasing end being close to 
God, regardless of p ressu res that work a gainst ft 


Sounds quite good in theory but how do you get people to 
follow these laws? 


Firstly, in ail situations, the natural dan-saquences in this life may be a reward 
□r punishment from God. AH good ts from God, and dll awl and mischief £ 
allowed by God to show the results of the misuse of thn free will If humana 
disobey God’s lews. Ha only lots them taeta s part of those negolwa 
consequences, and He is patent before punching them more severely, to 
give people a chancs to turn beck to, and cboy Him. 


Do you wish that there were laws to protect the 
health end well-being of people, animals, 
plants, trees, land, water....Intact the whole planet. 

Well -there are! 


In many situations, injustice occurs due to lack of 
accountability. What is the answer? 


Muslims believe sU humans Eire hB-ldoDCDuntsble by God, and are |udged by 
Him, aa that there araoDnsegusncee, in ibis life and in the Hereafter, 1'dr all 
durdecisjcnB. 


"Mischief has appeared on land and sea became of (the result) that 
the h ands of man have earned. That [Allah] may give them 0 taste of 
some of their deeds, m order that they may turn back [from evil]' 
fOuren: Chapter 30, Verse 411 


Warn, 

uwei 


Natural S. 
Environmentally 


Muslims da not attempt ta fulfil all their desires, yearning to create 
Paradise on earth. Islam e a way af taming and reducing those 
desires, and attempting to live according to our needs. Therefore 
practicing Islam nurtures the reduction of consumerism, and the 
excessive burdens that it places on nature. However Muslima should 
work to establish the taws of God which help to bring out the best 
potentials of the hymen soul; part of these being to care for and 
manage the environment respanelbly. preserving the beautiful- and 
holy -signs of God In nature for us to reflect on and team from. 


Evan if good environmental projects cannot continuo, or disasters 
oceun 3 betieuing Muslim with knowledge should continue to do their 
best to apply Islamic principles, not losing heart, planning with 
optimism and hope for the future, with tha conviction that God is 
watching over us. 

The earth- is-not eternal 


but our souls are! 


Human beings are exceptional m nailing the responsibility of a very limited 
cnnecicius Iree will in choosing whether or notCti do the some as the rest of 
Creation end obey Gods lews «n their intentions, altitudes, -wards end deeds 
However, whether they Ukti iter not, their bodies obey those same lews' This 
free wrK of human twigs is a Last for them, to use who wilt obBy God’s 
commands end who will disobey To obey they must fulfil their responsibilities 
as God's appointed -custodians and guardians of the earth 




Human Beings are Agents or Custodians of the 
Earth 


God. the Creator end Eustatfier of the Universe, has appointed humanity es 
HtS agent oiid inhUriLur [Khalifsh) Lo act as n custodian by Idcriting after 
evoryUimg according to Gods ctimmanehs. God's Croatian. including ptents 
and animals, has been put under Eho power of human beings for them to 
usa, but they must only da so within the limns set by God 


"It ts He [God] who has made you [His] custodians in the 
earth. He has raised you in ranks, some above others: that 
He may try you in the gifts He has given you, for your Lord is 
quick in punishment: yet He is indeed oft-forgiving, Most 
Merciful", (Qur’an Chapters Vore&lB5J 


Secondly, a central belief of Muslims is that there wilt be a Day of 
Judgement, when all scuts that have 'passed away 1 from their earthly 
life will be raised to fife again. Each person will then be held accountable 
for the degree to which they sought, acknowledged, spoke and lived by 
the truth. They will also be judged upon whether; when they had the 
opportunity to make informed choices, they obeyEd God. in everything, 
big end small, that they had power or influence oven The just and 
merciful outcome will be either the reward of living for eternity in 
Paradise and being close to God, or the punishment of Hell and being 
distanced from God. 


Every Muslim who has heartfelt faith in Islam is conscious of this in 
their daily lives. The roforo, they enforce the Islamic Laws from within 
themselves. Alec, if there were a truly Islamic State, as has existed in 
die pest, there would be punishments for publicly witnessed crimes- 
those that are a threat to society and can be proven without doubt. 


Muslims are encouraged to be as mindful of death and the coming 
judgement as they can. The Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] said that ha 
remembered death about twenty times every day! This does not 
however mean that Muslims can forget about the importance of this 
world, Qn the contrary, such remembrance should heighten their 
consciousness that every decision made in this We metters a great 
deal, They are guided by the principle of 


God prowdcB sustenance Tor all Efc creatures as Ha wife, and inspires thorn 
with ths k-newtodgo and instincts with which they naed to too. Evan though for 
a long time they did not exist, and were 'not mentioned', human beings ere an 


□ay of Judgement of all 


souls 


»X* 


■Especially honoured and preferred part of God’s Creation. 



















Islam, therefore, supports the maximum use OH recycling, which k 
today can include the recycling or organic kitchen waste ftnto VZ 
compostl glass, Papes', cardboard, metal, all,doth, books,building 
and furniture materjals, bettonas, TV and.computer componants, tr 
arid even plastic The more tors is done, the more likely it would be 
that ou r water, air a nd soir would be safe and healthy lor humans and ^ 
aN living things 


What’s Available at WAMY 


INSIG HT INTO ISLAM. 

A comprehensive Dodd that Introduces the principles of islam and Why 
people follow Its way of Ufa. Fluently written, stralghtforwaTclIy oraanlsed 
anti very well designed.. The boo* combines text, pictures and graphics Jn a 
tneautlfuf an Isttc blend. 


Other Brochures about Islam in this series 


■ Islam and the environment. 

- What is Islam? a hcdlsllc view. 

- The Curtin; a Pools you can believe fn. 

■ Muhammad: a role model Fora new millennium. 

- women m Islam; beyond stereotypes. 

■ jesus- an Islamic view 
- Discover islam booklets 


Exhibition material about Islam 


Qur’an 


ih merit in using something Iehs in the proportion af benefit in 
ilefcinnto the harm that it yields. 


i ciBirms Ui be this knowledge and evstfencfc also describing 
testf as dear pruJ complete guidance a light nn'd m*ncy for human 

beings, confirming end ccrnplHtLng the truths rbvbEifed torough all (he 
true Prophets that camg boforo the PraphBt Muhammad (peace be: 
upon him], including Abraham, Moses and Jesus (peace be upon them) ft, 
also calls itself the Truth! as revealed and kept pure and free from error 
by Gad, end challenges people to analyse fc to prove this forthsmselvesl 


Thera should bn no change made in God's crcacion including the 
pattern upon which mankind was made. 


The Prophet Muhammad, [pfruh] put this guidance mw practice. and 
many thousands followed bis example nr Somali, during his lifetime. 
Around 14DO years latar there are new many millions of Muslims 
following both the Qur'an and the Sunnah and the laws that are derived 
from them. 


"So set you your ffree stesdily and truly to the Forth: Establish 
God’s handiwork according to the pattern on which Ha has 
made mankind: No change Jet there be in the work, of God; that. 
is the Standard Religion; But most among mankind 
understand not", [ Qur'an: Chapter 3D. Veres 3D] 


So- what a re toe Islamic Laws of environmental management? Peed and 
find out! 


Islamic Principles: 


This cou-id help to judge the ethics of ganatic technologies, including 
genetically manipulated food, sai well qb guiding deciswro about whether nr 
not to work with and introduce species into acosyecaniB in countries where 
they have not existed before Where tins Km beffiddrvs. it rtasboan found iu 
have disastrous con sequences, producing plagues a i id maniFQdA ds&aiBS. 


All action and words should be fallowing the beet understanding of 
what is right, based on knowledge of the truth, and careful thought. 


There should be balance and moderation in all tilings 




Actions should not bp based on top blind following of superstition and 
tradition; other people,, including fanny, priests, husbands, wives. bosses, 
'holy men', teachers, rulers: toe media; lusts, desires sod whims for 
pleasures of toe present, or any feeling alone. Ail these ere limited in 
knowledge, make mistakes end can he selfish and corrupt Feflowing; 
them can therefore be vary destructive to toe welfare of people end the 
environment, e.g. industrial companies dumping toxic waste because it 
casts too much ta prevent or to detoxify it. 


"And the Firmament has He raiead high, end he has. set up the . 
Balance [Of Justice], in order that you may not transgress 
[due) balance. So establish weight with justice and fall not, 
short m the balance". (Qur’an: Chapter 55. Verses?-^) 


Setf-restraint and not extremism- neither uncontrolled Capitalism 
end free markets, nor oppressive dictatorship; not taking 
ava rything from tbs sail without giving anything bade not taking all 
the valuable trees rn a forest but leaving and planting enough to 
allow those trees to regenerate.... 


Life is sacred 


If one human life is saved it is as though the whole of mankind was 
saved, and whoever kills a person it is as if they killed the whole of 
mankind, says the ProphetMuhemmed [ Peace be upon him). 


Physical, emotional and psychological suffering m animals should he 
minimised. Unnecessary harm to plants and trees should be 
minimised for example during fighting, or the killing pf animals For 
rood Where recycling is a way of minimising harm to the 
environment and living things, including human barngs. It is 
compatible with this Islamic principle, as wen as the Islamic ethic of 
not wasting things by excess- sea below. If recycling does not take 
pEace, mors and more valleys will be filled tn with rubbish, from which 
toxins oftEn teak into the water table e.g. from hattones. and 
plastics, or inflammable gases into the area of toe dump e.g. 
methane. The toxins tost wa take in may be affecting human fartility 
some research has suggested The bad drainage of this land, end 
the gases and toxins in it [especially heavy metals) would make this 
land unsuitable for agriculture- so eventually there might be no land 
left for growing food upon. 


AftemativeJy, same rubbish may be burnt releasing toxic gases mm 
the air e.g. ptestica, or releasing carbon dioxide- Increasing the 
■GreenhcuseefTect 1 and therefore global warming. 


This would in turn cause difficulty and possibly extinction to many 
animal and plant species, some of which maybe crucial to the whole 
ecosystem, and toe connected warfare of human beings; and would 
also affect weather patterns and therefore agricultural and 
forestry production 


Thorn should bn ths saf eguardi ng of f random of ca n sci snen- and Faith, ton 
ugb of ths intellect, life, honour and property of all. 

Harm to these should be mirnmiaett and soma taka priaruy over others in 
snueuaris of necessity. 


There should he no exploitation.. 

Tbsre should be no monopolies, excess profits or charging interest Money 
should never be hoarded orfcept passively invested in speculative capital assets 
such @a buildings or tend diet ere not being used, with the am of waiting Tor the 
market price lo go up and then selling, Gambling ateoshcudd not be allowed. AH 
these haw the effect of CaneerttraUng wealth in the hands of a Tew and not 
allowing it To circulate freely in the economy, end eil generate a wider gap 
between rich and pour However; owning and increasing one's wealth through 
work e encouraged, as it he goad to he able to benefit others through sharing 
wealth, Hi the form of regular giwig- Bee below. The aim is to minimise the gap 
between rich and poor A large factor In raid forest destruction is ths need for 
countries ta pay the mtereetan huge loans made to them by toe Wbrfd Bonk, 
end too IntemabonBl Monetary Fund (fcMF| as well os poverty on a local level 
that* made worse-tiy irrtonsst charges. Poverty ond deprivation relate dearly 
to crime levels.. 


Resources should be distributed according to need. 

Wbcer. food, and land, and wages should be lair and support families 
tomJertohty Regular chanty, generosity &nd Self sacrifice ore encouraged for 
everyone, with an obligatory minimum charity to be paid and distributed to 
specific Categories of needy parsons sonualfy (csSed ZakatuHelam) according 
to what people can afford, at 2.5 thair excoss wealth, 


There should be nu waste through excess. 

Waste means spending money an luxuries, throwing sway unused food, 

packaging or utensils from extravagant meals or because 

df excessive haste. Or wasting water;-due EO using more * 

then you need. Money isvvasied by ootmending nr ^ 

passing 00 used clothes, or equipment end,one 

macro-economical scale, by nntrecydlng maiterlalH. 


“But waste not by excess; for God loves not toe westers". 
[Quran: Chaptor B. Veraa 141J 


Also available from WAMY a unique sot of posters, suitable for exhibitions 
and all events aimed at Introducing the teachings Df Islam. A1 size pasters, 
full colour and very wall designed using the most up'to-date computer 
design p^tfcages, TWo sets of exhibition posters are available 

- QJKOVftrJmun jJj&$CE.tS: A new, improved set of 50 full colour posters. 
These unique poster* have proved vary useful for exhibitions; as they 
introduce the various aspects of Islam,, m a succinct. yet comprehensive 
way. 


A sat of ten posters presenting the role of 
women In Islamic society. Through ire different sections, this set of posters 
helps to ref ute the negative stereotypical images about Muslim women. 


Interested in teaming mors about iSam, nr te ortter any □( 
toe above material, [tfssse contact 

WAMY UK 

+44 [0] £□ 7636 701D 

E-mail; wamyofficetyahao.ccj.uk * Website: www.wariYyco.uk 

£ BOOT WAMY UK. Thu hrochuni ihould no* bo rnprcdumd, 

1ft Ohv twm. M port w stfUroif VrtUiOsiL tho ponttiiolon. »f WAH1V UK. 

■■designed by ygcRKiiiwst. c-oai 


AiitnentEc information about Islam can be accessed from: 


www.lslimonline.net 
www traru nyany^com 
www, m u si irrtTYe rtt?go.com 
www,toot loventions.tom 
www.4istover-lstoii-onFliie.com 







